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Exclusions

¸ There were 8,680 permanent exclusions from 

primary, secondary and all special schools in 

2006/07. 

¸ In the same year there were 363,270 fixed period 

exclusions from state funded secondary schools, 

45,730 fixed period exclusions from primary schools 

and 16,600 fixed period exclusions from special 

schools

DFCS 2006/07



Persistent Disruptive Behaviour

¸ Of these 8,680 students who were permanently 

excluded 31.1% are said to exhibit Persistent 

Disruptive Behaviour or PDB. 

¸ The second most common reason for permanent 

exclusion was physical assault against another pupil 

at 15.6% and physical assault against an adult at 

11.3%. 

¸ PDB is also the main cause of 176,030 cases of the 

425,600 Fixed term exclusions. This is 41.1% of all 

Fixed term cases.

¸ DFCS 2006/07



The need for a definition of PDB

òPersistent disruptive behaviourò is a term that is 

widely used in the exclusion process, although there 

is no standardized definition that appears to have 

been agreed upon. 

The term is used to cover a spectrum of behaviours, 

from calling-out in class, annoying/distracting other 

students and general attention seeking. 



Ed Balls

ñOf course heads must exclude pupils where there 

behaviour has overstepped the mark in a serious 

way and young people and their parents must face 

up to the consequences of their actionsò

¸ White paper: ñBack on Trackò May 08 



ADDISS survey of 526 families

¸ 39% of children have had fixed-term exclusions from 

school

¸ 11% have been excluded permanently

ADDISS Family survey 2006



Boys and Exclusions

¸ Boys are 4 times more likely to be permanently 

excluded from schools and 3 times more likely to be 

temporary excluded

¸ 3 out of 10 murders are done with a sharp instrument 

and the most likely person to be equipped with this 

is a boy aged 14-19 excluded from school

¸ 49% of male and 33% female sentenced prisoners 

were excluded from school. 

ONS 2007



Risk factors for youth offending

¸ Temperament

¸ Maltreatment

¸ Mother has low IQ

¸ Child has low IQ

¸ Parent convicted

¸ ADHD diagnosis

¸ Low socio ïeconomic Status

Youth crime action plan 2008



Ed Balls again

ñSchool leaders and other education professionals 

have told us that we need to do more to intervene 

early to support and challenge young people who 

are starting to cause difficulties in school and 

improve educational provision for thus who are 

permanently excludedò.

ñBack on Trackò May 08 reports 


